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Major Reconstruction of Maxillary and Mandibular Arches

With Fixed Implant Restorations




 
   It took a long time to get to this point, but the end result was well worth it. I was able to reconstruct both arches with
fixed restorations and achieve a nice cosmetic result. the patient has had these prostheses for more than three years at
this time and is doing very well.     The maxillary arch is a ceramic restoration and the mandibular arch is acrylic resin.    


Major dental reconstructions for patients who have lost most or all of their teeth is a difficult, expensive and time
consuming process. I have spent the last 25 years of my professional career (now approaching almost 40 years) in trying
to perfect my techniques in this area of dentistry. The one thing that I know for sure is that nothing is totally predictable in
this field and every single patient is different from every other. this means that I am always evaluating and re-evaluating
my steps in treatment to get to my desired outcome. Sometimes, everything proceeds rather straightforward. Other
times, there are lots of problems encountered.


My feelings in this particular patient treatment is that the rather large, avascular mandible contributed significantly to the
failure of implants. It is also possible that surface contamination was a contributing factor as well. I have seen many
implants now from many different systems where techniques used to enhance the surface activity of an implant actually
worked to prevent integration. this is one reason that I am still not impressed by manufacturer's claims about their implant
surfaces. I also imagine that there would have been tremendous problems medico-legally if I had originally attempted to
do this treatment as an immediate load sitatuion....SRD  
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